
City Hall Tower—floor 27—The Bradley Room and the Gallery of City Mayors

The City came into being to preserve Life,
It exists for the Good Life.

No government demands so much from the Citizens
as Democracy and gives so much back.

That government is the strongest of which
Every man feels himself a part.

With written laws the humblest in the state
Is sure of equal justice with the great.

The above words are elevated to the cornice of each wall of the large meeting
room in the Bradley Room on the 27th floor,  and around the exterior walls of the room is 
an historical display of oil paintings of the faces of leadership in the gallery of  Mayors of Los 
Angeles.

At the   Turn of the Century the  Mayor of Los Angeles was the very active and intelligent
native of North Carolina, MEREDITH P. SNYDER who arrived in California at age 22.  He was 
many things, in many organizations, from the Knights Templer to the founder of the Snyder 
Shoe Company, and organizer of the California Savings Bank.

  Snyder’s first term as Mayor of Los Angeles was 
from 1896 to 1898.  His second term was from 1900 
to 1904, and his third term was from 1919 to 1921.  

  During the tumultuous days at the turn of the 
century, he help open the Los Angeles Harbor, the 
Third Street Tunnel under Bunker Hill was opened 
and the Angels Flight train went up and down the 
surface of Bunker Hill, and Snyder made the water 
system  in 1901, a municipal-owned system, and he 
appointed  the First Water Commission. 

   Believe it or not, Mayor Snyder had a nickname.  It 
was Pinkie.  Why?  Because he had red sideburns, 
that cannot be appreciated in the attached black & 
white portrait of the picture of Mayor Snyder from  
the gallery of mayors.

 Our surprise Tour of the Tower included a walk 



around all four sides to the tower and the view to the mountains and to the ocean.  We saw the 
large bell dedicated the Freedom of Religion.

Lorraine Diaz, our deputy from the Office of Council Member Paul Kerkorian, gave us 
this guided Tour of the Tower, to enhance the Pride we felt in being recognized by the Los 
Angeles City Council on November 20, 2015.
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