
A DAY OF HONOR AND PRIDE
in THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

OF THE LOS ANGELES CITY HALL
(The first City Council had seven members and held the first meeting in July 1850 when the population was 

about 1,610, divided by seven equals a responsibility to 230 each.)

The Los Angeles City Council honored the PUPS —some 30 therapy dogs of all 1

breeds, were in the first presentation at the Friday morning assembly on November 20th 
in the Council Chambers.  The dogs were,  first, beautiful in their red jackets.  They 
were extremely well mannered.  Nary a bark or whimper, or whine.  They, with their 
handlers, were proud of themselves, and they garnered many loving caresses as their 
jackets permitted every PET ME.   These are professional dogs, deserving all the 2

respect that is due to these well-trained and comforting creatures.
Below is a photo taken in 2014 that  appeared in the Los Angeles Times on April 

21, 2014.   Camaraderie is immediate between Baby and Irish Wolfhound.  The name of 
this handsome dog is Finn.  Finn went on duty at LAX on November 2, 2013, the day 

 PUP means Pups Unstressing Passengers, and they began working at LAX.1

 Go to EMPOWERLA for an brief introduction to the PUP Program  Many other photos are 2

online.



after the shooting when TSA Officer Gerardo Hernandez was killed at LAX and panic 
erupted at the airport.  Finn was one of the dogs in Council Chambers for the 
observance of the Role of Volunteerism in the City of Los Angeles.

Each of the dogs  were attending the City Council. They are part of the program 
of dogs trained to ease the stress of travelers at international airports, and are 
registered with the Therapy Dogs Inc., of Cheyenne, Wyoming.  This non-profit 
organization  has dogs in several scenarios where comfort is needed, such as hospitals, 
nursing homes, schools, senior homes and other locations.  It is an all volunteer 
program and all the dogs are privately owned.  Pictured with Finn is his owner-
handler Brian Valente.

President Herb Wesson Charles Lindberg continued to 
honor the next volunteer and achiever, with as much inspiration as  
the bursting brilliance of the light of the Charles Lindberg Beacon 
pictured here which sits on top of the tower to City Hall.

Council Member Mike Bonin, of the 11th Council District  
which includes LAX, commented that the celebration of volunteers 
was to also celebrate the recent birthday for President Herb Wesson on November 11th.

Council Member Mitch O’Farrell of the 13th District introduced Jamie “Jake” 
Masada.  Jake had come to Hollywood in 1977, at age 14 from Iran, barely speaking 
English, and as he established himself as a comic, and founded the Laugh Factory on 
Sunset Boulevard with some elevating standards:  to pay the comedian performers.  
His first comedian was Richard Pryor.  Over the years since Masada has become a 
dedicated philanthropist, always believing what his father had taught him, that “laughter 
is the best medicine.”  

Council Member O’Farrell also introduced the latest protege of Jake Masada:  
Tiffany Haddish.  Tiffany came to the microphone with a grateful heart and thanked Jake 
and her social worker for helping her to rise from homelessness, to the woman of 
confidence, and enjoying her acting career today.  In her pride she has now bought a 
home of her own in Los Angeles.



The ceremony of praise for the work of volunteers continued as the 
Neighborhood Councils from all  the seven planning areas of Los Angeles were 
recognized and thanked for their contributions for the past year.  And the individuals of 
the Councils who worked to present the annual CONGRESS of NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCILS on September 26, 2015, were also praised and thanked.

Then we were  all led into the back rooms behind the Council Chambers for 
photos, then up to the Media Room for refreshments and for Certificates of 
Appreciation.  Then  Lorraine Diaz from Council Member Paul Krekorian’s Office gave 
us a special Tour up into the Tower of City Hall.  The day was sunny and clear, and in 
walking around the tower we could view our City of Los Angeles with pride and 
pleasure. 

Our North Hollywood North East Neighborhood Council and the adjacent North 
Hollywood West Neighborhood Council had worked in cooperation to change a long-
term and hazardous Blight in our community into a safe and beautiful Place of Interest 
as the Vintage North Hollywood Mural with a drought resistant garden on each side.  
Both of these two Neighborhood Councils are the winners of respect in our communities 
for their volunteerism,  initiative, persistence, and accomplishment in the work on the 
Whitsett Avenue slope.  Photos for BEFORE and AFTER are below.



Photo #1 above gives the viewer a former glimpse of the Eastern side of the City-
owned property of the Department of Transportation at 12544 Saticoy South Street, in 
North Hollywood, Ca. 91605.  The former blighted condition of the property can be seen 
in the above photo.

The East side of the property had been neglected by the City for many years, to 
prolonged frustration of the residents.  From the corner of Saticoy South to the viaduct 
of the United Pacific Rail Line, is a great distance to incorporate the mural which is 
some 250-feet wide.  The drought resistant plants are on the North and South sides of 
the mural.

Photo #2 above is partial of the South planted area and South portion of the Vintage 
North Hollywood Mural celebrating the former acres of orange groves and businesses 
that were in North Hollywood can be seen from the Hollywood Freeway.  The gray 
building in the background is the DOT, unit for Parking Enforcement which has an 
entrance on Saticoy South Street.



The Photo #3 above is a more central view of the mural with one of the customized cars 
of Nuta Kotlyarenko known as Nudie, the Tailor to the Stars.  The censored image of the 
his last car, 1975 Cadillac Eldorado convertible, was actually highly decorated with 
guns, rifles, gold coins, and the cattle horns over the front fender.  Photos of Nudie’s 
customized car can be found online.

Our Neighborhood Council, with Norh Hollywood West enjoyed sharing in 
observing a Day of Pride, at the Los Angeles City Hall.
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